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Fruit oblong-cylindric, £ inch long, £ inch thick, black.
Stigma sub-basilar; mesocarp [fibrous; endocarp crustaceous.
Seed erect; raphe with 3-5 branches which ascend from th€
hilum and then spread over the surface; albumen homogeneous:
embryo erect, basilar*
habitat.—Seychelles.
gardening.—Aeanthophcenix nobilis is an elegant spiny pakn
with pinnated leaves and linear pointed leaflets, which are
gracefully drooping at the point. There is an illustration of
this palm in Gard. Chron., 1870, p. 561- The palm had first
been called Deckenia by Wendland in honour of Baron von der
Decken, the African explorer. It should not be confounded
with Deckeria, a synonym of the American genus Iriartea.
illustration.—Plate LXXXI shows a fine specimen of
Acanthopkcenix nobilis Benth. & Hook, f., photographed in a
jungle of the Seychelles Islands.
10.    ONCOSPERMA BL. IN RUMPH. t 82, 103.
(Etyrn.: From the Greek *oncos', a tumour, and 'sperma*,
seed, alluding to the shape of the seed.)
Mart. Hist. Nat. Palm, in, 112, t..l50, 153, f. 4, 5 (Areca
korrida).—MeiG$n. Gen. PL 355, Comm. 266 (Keppleria).—Griffith
Palms Brit. Ind. 157, t. 233 B. C. (Areca, sect. Euoplus) —
Schefl Ann. Jard. Bot. Buitenz. I, 139, 159, t. 29, f. 3 et t. 30.—
Benth. & Hook. Gen. PI. in, II, 895, 28.—Linnaea 39, 186.—Hook,
t Fl. Brit. Ind. VI, 414.
Trunk tall, prickly, ^toloniferous or solitary. Leaves terminal,
equally pinnatisect, segments equidistant or sub-fasciculate,
ensiform, acuminate, entire at the apex; rhachis furfuraceous;
sheath elongate.
Spadix short-pedunculate, simply or twice branched^ unarmed
or aculeate; spathes 2, complete, as long as the spadices, cadu-
cous, ensiform, coriaceous, unarmed, or aculeate, the inner one
bicristate. Flowers sessile, spirally crowded on the branches,
ihe upper solitary, male, the lower ternate, a female between
two males. Male flowers asymmetrical, trigonous, compressed.
Sepals small, triangular-rotundate, acute, imbricate at the base;
Petals obliquely ovate, acute or acuminate, yalvate. Stamens
6-12; filaments short, straight or incurved at the apex; anthers

